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EDITORIAL

| feel immense pleasure to publish the fifteenth issue (Vol. VIII, No. 1) of ‘RAY:
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies’, (E-ISSN: 2456-3064) on
behalf of Chakdaha College, Nadia, West Bengal, India. It's a blind peer reviewed,
Indexed (DRJI) International Journal to be published biannually (April - October). The
aims and objectives of the Journal are to publish the valuable empirical and
experimental studies that have significant contribution towards developing theoretical
and practical knowledge in multiple disciplines like Physical Science, Bio-Science,
Social Science, Behavioural Science, Engineering Science, Medical Science,

Business Studies, Humanities, and Literature, etc.

| avail myself of this opportunity with great pleasure in acknowledging my deepest
sense of gratitude to all concerned with and related to this endeavour, particularly
Editorial Board Members, Advisory Board Members and Reviewers who tendered

their painstaking efforts throughout the period of preparation of this journal.

No doubt, I am personally indebted to the authors who have contributed their
valuable contributions to this journal. In the present issue we are publishing six
research articles. | convey my heartfelt gratitude to all respected authors.

Utmost care has been taken to prepare the present issue of the journal, in spite of
that we are always liable to apology for any unwanted mistakes. Any comment, any

suggestion for improvement of the journal is always appreciable.

| wish its every success in all respect.

PN

/g o N

DR. SWAGATA DASMOHANTA
Editor in Chief
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Introduction

Structured Abstract:

Purpose: The study hopes to propose a framework for enforcing a human
security-based rural development approach in a post-COVID pandemic in
Bangladesh.

Study Method: The study has been well guided through content analysis.

Findings: Unfortunately, human security-driven rural development does not
get momentum even in a post-COVID pandemic as the human security in
development is not well-realized across the level. The people of Bangladesh
have tried to reach out to the right people in spite of various irregularities
during the cash assistance period. There is a big role for the Civil Society
Alliance to be played but the reality is different.

Originality: A number of researches on human security are still found in
contemporary scholarship. The literature review couldn’t confirm the research
on the same topic with a focus on development in rural Bangladesh in the past
and hence it deserves nobility.

Keywords: Human Security, Rural Development, Community Participation,
and COVID-19 Pandemic

Paper Type: Research Paper.

Human security is not a conventional security system related to the survival of individuals,

communities, and even the world, but rather a system that reflects the dignity of human

beings to live and contribute equally to the betterment of society (UNDP, 1994). According

to previous research and knowledge, the long experience of rural development of Bangladesh

has led not only to socio-economic development, but also to the dark side of social, economic

and environmental system. Human security is apparently an emerging example of a global

vulnerability whose proponents challenge the traditional notion of national security by

arguing that the right reference for security should be the individual rather than the state,
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society, as well as complementing great and concerted efforts with the engagement of the

national and international development agencies (UNDP, 2006).

Human security certainly believes that national, regional and global stability requires a
people-centered approach to security rather than security based on weapons, strength and
force. Human security is an emerging example of understanding global vulnerabilities whose
proponents challenge the traditional notion of national security by arguing that the
appropriate reference for security should be the individual rather than the state to determine
the collective voices for welfare of the global community through peaceful existence across
the level. Human security therefore is popular and well-respected approach based on a
people-centered view of security is necessary for national, regional and global stability. The
purpose of human security is to protect all vital elements of human life from a critical threat,
in a way that is consistent with long-term human perfection and protects people from state to
state and people from unhealthy competition. Human security takes its shape from human:
important core that is protected through various elements ranging from personal security to
community security. Institutions that undertake to protect human security will not be able to

promote every aspect of human well-being despite many challenges on and off.

The human security system calls for protection for an institutional development that is
institutional, not episodic; Responsive, not rigid; Resistive, not responsive to moving forward
for improvement at the societal level to achieve human dignity across the board. In this way,
people will face the inevitable recession. "In the way of saving human lives, security involves
not only those organizations that publicly seek to promote human security, but also those
organizations that involuntarily destroy harmony and peace with the spirit of living together.
Three decades ago, the United Nations Development Program, in its 1994 Human
Development Report, introduced the concept of human security through a concerted effort by

the obsolete consciousness of state security.

It identifies human security as seven distinct, but interrelated and complementary, dimensions
of security, namely, to improve the concept of unconventional approaches to economic, food,
health, environmental, personal, community and political national security systems (UNDP,
2003). Human security is credible for achieving the four indicators for improving non-
traditional security by bridging the gap between traditional and non-traditional approaches.
Rural development in Bangladesh is considered to be less accelerated as gaps in policy

formulation and implementation are reported to be inactive in most community organizations.
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In addition, the lack of involvement in development programs, increasing community
reliance on external assistance and initiatives, less focus on SMEs, lack of integrated
approach and lack of community-based development have initiated underdevelopment in
rural Bangladesh. These forms of rural development are a result of the insecurity of the
people in rural Bangladesh as rural development generally refers to economic development
and community development activities and initiatives taken to improve living standards in

suburban areas, remote villages and rural areas (UNDP, 2006).

Rural development has been identified as all efforts to improve the livelihoods of rural people
such as change in rural productivity, employment opportunities, income and wealth
distribution, social structure and social mobility, resource management, access to
information, rural people's strength, health and education and so on (Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, 2008). The success of rural development has been broadly measured by
these changes and human security issues have been set aside.

The study intends to examine the essence of human security particularly the food security and
economic security based rural development approach for the sake of sustainable development
of rural Bangladesh. It observes the end results of human security driven rural development
approach in Bangladesh. And, the study hopes to propose a framework for enforcing human
security based rural development approach in post COVID pandemic. The study has been
well guided through content analysis.

Defining Human Security and its Origin

Human security is a paradigm shift in understanding global vulnerabilities whose proponents
challenge the traditional notion of national security through military security, arguing that
appropriate references to security should be more humane than at the national level. Human
security reflects a people-centered and multi-disciplinary understanding of security involving
a number of research areas, including development studies, international relations, strategic
studies, and human rights. The 1994 United Nations Development Programme's Human
Development Report is considered a milestone publication in the field of human security,
arguing that ensuring "freedom from want" and "freedom from fear" is the best way to tackle

global problems.

The rise of the Human Security Discourse was the result of a combination of factors that led

to the end of the Cold War. These challenged the neoliberal paradigm's focus on states,
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"mutually guaranteed destruction™ and the dominance of military security and, in short,
enabled them to raise a broader concept of security (UNDP, 1994). The increasingly rapid
pace of globalization; The threat of a nuclear war between the superpowers, the significant
increase in democratization and integration, and international human rights law have opened
up a space where both the concepts of ‘development' and 'security’ could be reconsidered.
Mahbub-ul-Haq first drew attention to the concept of human security in the 1994 United
Nations Development Programme's Human Development Report and sought to influence the
1995 United Nations World Conference on Social Development in Copenhagen (Panday,
2013).

Human Security leverages Rural Development in Bangladesh: Issues and Challenges

Rural development is essential for the overall development of any country. Rural economy is
dependent on agriculture. Every state emphasizes on agricultural development. Agricultural
development facilitates the development of farmers in various ways (Ministry of Food and
Disaster Management, 2011). The intensive cultivation in a scientific way using improved
seeds and fertilizers in every inch of agricultural land is called 'Agricultural Revolution'.
Rural development and agricultural revolution are included in the constitution of Bangladesh
as a principle of governing the state (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 2011). Indeed,
people lacked the ability to purchase food or to buy extra in the middle of COVID Pandemic
and posed them a serious vulnerability. In dealing with situations like famine or famine,
Bangladesh must ensure that the poor do not lose their right to food. For this reason special
consideration is required for market and supply chain control. Governments need to consult

food security experts to guide their policies and programs

In this regard, the constitution states that the state will take effective measures to bring about
radical change in rural areas through development of agrarian revolution, rural electrification
system, development of cottage industries and other industries and development of education,
communication and public health. In the post-emergence period of Bangladesh, the situation
began to change rapidly. Now the village roads are much improved. There are many villages
which are connected to the city by paved roads. About 100% of the houses in the village have
hygienic toilets (WHO, 2007).

Significant progress has also been made in the field of electricity connection. Residents of
remote villages where electricity has not been provided are getting opportunity to use electric

lights, electric fans, TVs, fridges etc. due to solar power. There are government primary
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schools in almost every village and high schools and colleges near every village. Due to the
expansion of urbanization every year and the establishment of housing projects with the
establishment of factories all over the cities and villages, the agricultural land is declining. In
our country there is still a huge disparity in the way of life of people in urban and rural areas.

However, our Constitution places great emphasis on the development of the agrarian
revolution, the electrification of rural areas, the development of cottage industries and other
industries, and the development of education, communication and public health to eliminate
these inequalities. In the light of the provisions of the Constitution on rural development and
agrarian revolution, every government has been striving to make appropriate allocations for

this purpose while formulating the annual revenue and development budget (Siddique, 1992).

Our progress in this direction is not promising. In the sense that rural development and
agrarian revolution have been termed as 'State Principles' in the Constitution of the highest
law of the country, if we can truly implement this principle inspired by its consciousness, the

overall development of the country will lead to massive development.

Let’s discuss the essence of human security in accelerating rural development in Bangladesh.
Long four-decade government activities have placed special emphasis on sustainable micro-
rural initiatives for national development. Among these, increasing the rate of equal
participation of men and women in national life and contributing to the creation of

responsible citizens has become the main focus of government and NGOs (Siddique, 1992).

They have played a vital role in shaping the participation of the poor in the decision-making
process. At the time of Bangladesh's birth, when the country was struggling with a war-torn
economy, the main tool to turn the tide was the agricultural sector in Bangladesh. In addition
to government agricultural development activities, a number of NGOs are carrying out
various activities to improve the agricultural sector, including training in modern farming
methods, providing agricultural credit, providing quality seeds and fertilizers, and providing
ideas on increasing yields through the use of technology in agriculture (Halder, 2003).

This development has also had a major impact on rural socio-economic development, which
is helping to strengthen the foundations of the country's entire economy. There is no way to
deny the role of NGO sector along with the role of government in rural socio-economic

development. Therefore, the NGO sector needs to think about the solution of all the current
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obstacles and work for sustainable rural socio-economic development by uniting the

marginalized and disadvantaged people in income generating activities.

Bangladesh is on the list of the most vulnerable countries due to climate change. Almost
every year the people of Bangladesh especially the char areas, rivers, hills, Barind, haors and
coastal communities suffer indescribably due to various natural calamities like floods,
droughts, river erosion, tidal surges, cyclones, earthquakes, landslides etc. Currently 40% of
the population is poor. 20% of them are extremely poor. The importance of sugar crop in

food security, rural development and prevention of migration is immense in this country.

The country's sugar and molasses industry, which is the only heavy industry in the north, has
been established on the basis of sugarcane. Therefore, sugarcane contributes the most to the
economy of the northern and north-western regions. About 6 lakh farming families in the

sugar mill area are directly dependent on sugarcane cultivation.

Apart from that, around 2 million farming families across the country are dependent on
sugarcane crop for molasses production outside the sugar mills and for the production of
chewed sugarcane (UNDP, 1996). Following steps to take for better economic and food
security of rural Bangladesh: Food shortages can be greatly reduced by cutting canals and
supplying water, drainage, destroying insects, protecting crops from flooding and brackish

water.

e Provide appropriate support for the formation and sustainability of farmer
organizations / producer groups.

e Taking specific measures to deal with natural disasters.

e Facilitate agricultural credit activities and ensure that real farmers get loans.

e To provide subsidy to increase food production.

e Ensuring marketing and fair price of manufactured products.

It has become difficult to find agricultural labourers to work in the villages. The men and
women who set foot in the city from the village with various colourful dreams in their eyes,
when they could not stand as expected, started trying their best to stay in the city. Where
many times there is no minimum opportunity to live a healthy life. But in the village, they
had nice and tidy houses and suitable agricultural land for subsistence, cultivation of

vegetables and cereals in the yard next to the house.
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Therefore, in order to discourage the urban-oriented rural masses, it is necessary to create
many attractive employment opportunities in the villages. There is no alternative to rice-
based agriculture to create rural employment by discouraging domestic and foreign
migration. Microfinance continues to make a significant contribution to the alleviation of
rural poverty in Bangladesh. About 36 percent of Bangladeshi women are directly involved
in the economy outside the home. The country's fast-growing garment industry has provided
employment to over 3.3 million people. And more than 60 percent of these workers are
women, most of whom have come from rural areas and opted for urban employment (Panday,
2013).

Recommendations and Conclusion

The pressures of globalization, successive natural disasters and instability in the international
food market remind us that there is no alternative to increasing investment in agriculture,
developing domestic food production, storage and supply systems and raising public
awareness to achieve food security in times of crisis. We have to produce our own food. In
the past, farmers did not get good prices for their produce particularly at the COVID
pandemic. As a result, they have had to struggle to make new investments. The government
and various agencies may have tried to give them loans. But not sure how far it has come.
That is why there should be inclusive funding to increase agricultural production in the

future.

It has to be done through the best use of soil, water, technology and own efforts of the
country. In addition to the constitutional guarantee in Bangladesh, the state has a formal
responsibility to ensure food security to all citizens of the country in accordance with the

International Charter of Human Rights.

Bangladesh has made a legally binding commitment to implement the right to development
through the signing of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) in 1997. With the change of time, there is no food crisis in the country now.
Almost all types of food are being produced in the country. But safe food has definitely
become a big challenge now. This is not possible just by following good practices at the

production stage.

Because the product is being contaminated in various ways even during the marketing

process and sale. The stated goal of food policy is always to ensure a reliable food security
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system for all people. Achieving this goal requires extensive development of the existing
food security system in the country. In the context of Bangladesh, food policy is a
multidimensional issue, where various ministries and agencies will strive to build a reliable
food security system as a common goal through the implementation of their respective
programs and strategies related to food security. Moreover, an integrated connection is
needed at all stages of the multi-sectoral program. Development partners will try to cooperate
from all sides. The people of Bangladesh have tried to reach out to the right people in spite of
various irregularities during the cash assistance period. There is a big role for the Civil
Society Alliance and these needs to be utilized under the leadership of the different relevant

ministries for coping with the challenges owing to COVID.
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Structured Abstract:

Purpose: The purpose of the work was to visit the Mahabodhi Temple in
Bodh Gaya in Bihar and look into the architectural as well as the spiritual side
of it.

Study Method: The study has been done on the basis of field work and some
local people feedbacks.

Findings: It involved certain legendary aspects of the place, its earliest
construction details along with the government’s approach today to maintain it
and imbibe certain reconstructions if needed.

Originality: The paper has been written with the help of the best possible
sources and some in-hand archaeological experiences on a first hand basis.
This was also a part of the field work organised by the Department of History,
Presidency University in 2017 under the supervision of Dr. R. K.
Chattopadhyay.

Keywords: Architectural, Spiritual, Reconstructions, Archaeological.
Paper Type: Research Paper.

Turning over the pages of history of Bihar since the earlier times make us very much familiar
with the fact that Buddhism developed extensively and had a huge impact on the various
aspects of the place related to its society, culture, art and architecture. The extreme zeal of the
followers of Buddha helped in the penetration of Buddhism efficiently in the various
dimensions of Bihar out of which architecture proves to be one of the most important areas of

influence.

The Mahabodhi temple happens to be one of the best representations of architecture in Bihar
of the ancient times though the original structure has been reconstructed according to the
damages caused by the ravages of time by different persons or authorities. This site is treated
as a holy one by the Buddhists and they come from all over the world to visit this place

throughout the year. The spiritual attachments of the followers are mainly guided by their
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sentimentalism attached to the various stories and legends of Buddha related to this shrine

especially the Bodhi tree under which Gautam Buddha attained enlightenment.

The work has been an outcome of a field trip organised by the Department of History and the
Archaeological Survey of India. Literary sources associated to it had been looked into along
with analysing various archaeological findings with required tools.

According to the legend, Gautam Buddha after giving up his materialistic life and the
extreme austerities prescribed by the Yogins came under a peepal tree (Bodhi tree) and
started meditating sitting over a heap of grass facing the east. Legends also say that Mara, the
god of evil spirits, tried to entice him away by offerings of worldly pleasures, but Gautama
was not moved. After sometime Gautama obtained the supreme enlightenment (Samma
Sambodhi) and became the Buddha. After this he passed a few more weeks in the village of
Uruvila now known as Bodh Gaya undergoing various thought process after his
enlightenment. During this time he was in a mental turmoil as he was torn with torn with the
ideas as to whether he should keep the supreme knowledge to himself or share it with others.
As a result of this turmoil, for one week he continuously looked at the Bodhi tree followed by
walking impatiently and engrossed in meditation in the consecutive two weeks. However,
according to a mythical story he was given protection from rain and sun during meditation by
Muchalinda, the king of serpents by spreading a hood over his head. Finally Buddha decided
to share with the world his spiritual knowledge and the way to obtain peace and serenity. This
was followed by his first sermon at Rishipatan (modern Sarnath) and setting in motion “the
Wheel of the Law” (dharmachakrapravartana). However, it can be easily understood that
Bodh Gaya or the Bodhi tree in the Mahabodhi complex led to the transition of Buddha into a
spiritual being and the initial point of the growth of the principles and ideas of Buddha that

later came to be termed as Buddhism.

Since the time when the first temple was built in relation with the enlightenment of Buddha it
has remained a place of worship. In the long duration of time it became a religious place of
heterogeneous practices and traditions and both Buddhist and Hindu came to be inscribed.
(Lahiri, 2012, p. 75) This surely shows the peaceful religious coexistence of the place and the
amount of flexibility that can be attached to it. The flexibility was enhanced because the ideas
and view-points regarding the place of both the dominant group of believers namely Hindus
and Buddhists did not lock horns with each other but was very much differentiated. The place

of Gaya was treated with a special importance by the Hindus related to a person’s life after
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death especially of the parents but their stay was temporary whereas Buddhism penetrated
deeply in the monastic order of the place creating a coexistence of both the faiths. The
presence of other faiths especially Hinduism can be easily understood by the decorations on
the old railings of the shrine in which we see figures of popular Hindu divinities including
one of Siva, represented with a snake hanging down from his wrist and the trident on his left
along with the scenes from Buddha’s life. Another example in this aspect is the presence of
images of Hindu deities at the Mahabodhi complex. According to Beni Madhab Barua, the
general motive behind these iconic representations was to add sanctity, charm and grandeur
of the erection in the eyes of the people. However, over time, the manner in which Buddhist
patrons venerated Mahabodhi underwent change. (Lahiri, 2012, p.78) The change extended
from the donation of several pillars by Kurangi, the wife of King Indragnimitra to giving of
cows for the production of ghee for oil lamps to be lit in the monastery.

The medieval centuries also witnessed other kinds of worship such as the Vaishnava worship
as suggested both by the addition of the Gaya-mahamatya to the VVayu purana prior to the
fourteenth century AD, in which there is a mention of the Bodhi druma (Bodhi tree) being a
part of the Gaya pilgrim circuit and by the presence of Vishnu images of the ninth century
AD at Bodh Gaya. The religious flexibility can also be traced by the information given in an
inscription of the ninth century which tells us about the setting up of a Chaumukha Mahadeva
(a four faced phallic emblem of Siva) within the boundaries of the temple complex. This was
set up for the purpose of the snatakas (Saiva Brahmin scholars) who were the inhabitants of
Mahabodhi. The site proves to be an excellent example of the sculptural wealth surrounding
Buddhist images and Hindu ones. It also portrays the multiple lineages that successfully
inform us about Bodh Gaya’s cultural history involving patrons and pilgrims of several types
and faiths. The place can be perfectly treated as a place of composite worship and even the
proprietorship of a Saiva mahant at Bodh Gaya did not create any problems for the conduct of
Buddhist worship. (Lahiri, 2012, p.79-80)

The famous Mahabodhi temple has undergone many restorations and renovations due to
which it became rather difficult to understand its original architectural form. Presently, it
consists of a square sanctum cella covered by a straight-edged conical pyramidal tower,
approximately 160 feet high, crowned by a conical structure with a fluted amalaka-like lower
member. Angle-amalakas appear at regular intervals at the corners of the towers dividing it
into a number of bhumis. The four faces of the tower present each several tiers of niches of

chaitya window shape, each of which representing a Buddhist sculpture. There is a tall lancet
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opening on the front face which, apart from lighting the interior reduces the load of masonry
of the lofty tower. At the base of the tower there is a rising of four turrets at the four corners,
each a replica in a small scale of the main tower. An entrance porch appears on the east and is
later dated than the original temple. Regarding the construction of the present temple reliable
evidence is very less and thus we have to depend on the evidence of the architectural style
along with the details left by the Chinese pilgrims, for knowing the approximate age of the
temple. The dimensions and the general appearance and form of the Mahabodhi vihara as
given by Hiuen Tsang, approximately correspond to what we now see in the temple. The
relief replica of the shrine of the Mahabodhi on the terracotta plaque found at Kumrahar
shows inside a square railing, the temple which is alike the present one leaving out the corner

turrets although the date of the plaque has been a controversial matter.

The earliest construction at the base of the Bodhi tree was a polished sandstone throne
(vajrasena) found by Cunningham buried behind a stucco-faced throne, the latter itself hidden
inside the present basalt throne of the temple. On the evidence of the relief on the the railings
of Bharhut, Ashoka is credited with the erection of the shrine over the vajrasena, a railing
around it, a tree and a pillar with an elephant capital. The earliest remains visible now are of
the first century BC. (Mitra,1980, p.61). They consist of a carved stone seat in front of the
Bodbhi tree, remnants of a carved quadrangular three-barred railing of pale reddish sandstone
fronted by a pillared pavilion, later in turn containing a throne within and pillar bases and a
detached pillar of the covered promenade (chankama) of Buddha representing the sacred spot
where he spent the third week after his Enlightenment in a meditating mood walking up and
down. It is now a brick structured platform with the representations of lotuses which are
believed to have blossomed with the footprints of Buddha upholding the purity, serenity and
spirituality generally associated with him. The railing was enlarged by new granite posts,
cross bars and copings by the Guptas representing a different style of carving. The plinth of
the sandstone railing and the lower parts of two broken pillars of the earlier pavilion got
buried within the basement of the present temple. The southern row of pillars of the covered
promenade was similarly covered by the northern wall of the new brick temple, the facade of

which was decorated with images in stucco within tiers of niches.

Most of the temples of Bihar were built of bricks and have been damaged by the ravages of
time. (Roy Choudhury, 1988, p. ix). The relics of ancient Pataliputra are mostly in bricks
along with Nalanda and Rajgir having both brick and stone temples. The images are usually

of black stone because of the abundance in supply of stone both hard and soft for making
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images within the State. All the temples of Bihar do not possess the curvilinear sikharas
which are said to be common in North India. The temples particularly in North Bihar are
different from that of South Bihar as the later follow the pattern of temples with sikharas. The
Bodh Gaya temple being an exception as it was built of stone along with few other temples.
The temples of Bihar are not covered with sculptures from top to bottom giving them the
impression of not being as splendid as the temples of Bhubaneshwar or Khajuraho. (Roy
Choudhury, 1988, p. x). However, some of the temples have remarkably independent styles
such as the Vishnupada temple at Gaya and some other temples in North Bihar, have got
simple but ample domes covering the shrine. In some cases the pillars of the mandapa, if
made of stone, are carved and in some cases they are not. Some of the brick-built temples
have also a simple decorative design. However, rock cut temples are very few. Colong and
Umga rock-cut temples in Gaya district are good specimens. We can also find excellent rock-

cut sculpture in the temples at Sultanganj, Mandar and some other places.

Temples in India are intimately associated with archaeological remains. Although most of the
present day temples in Bihar are not very old, Bihar has splendid archaeological remains
dating back to earlier times. The legends associated with the temples of Bihar make the
temples more interesting. Bihar can be easily treated as the point of intersection of different
religious creed. Various currents of Hinduism like Saivism, Vaishnavism, Tantricism,
Buddhism in its different phases, Jainism, Sikhism and so on. The same legend of a particular
place has taken different shapes in different areas for different reasons indicating cultural
complexes, The legends associated with the Bihar temples have got an influential place
among the village folk, recitations, songs, ballads and social customs. In some cases the
temple legends have changed into stories finding a legitimate place among the worshippers of
the Godlings of Bihar. The temples and legends in a particular State show how some of the
cultural trends of different areas have cut across the zone centric barriers. As a result when
the communications had not developed and travelling was not easy, it was the temples that
determined the main routes of communications and the trends of thoughts and exchange of

ideas without limiting itself to geographical barriers. (Roy Choudhury, 1988, p. xv-xvi).

Buddhism, architectural identities and the legends associated to them can be taken to be
linked with each other locating itself properly within the historical framework of Bihar and
upholding itself as the perfect zone of interest completely satisfying our inquisitive thought

process and strengthening our knowledge for the particular place since the earlier times.
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Introduction

Structured Abstract:

Purpose: This paper attempts to discuss the totalitarian regime as discussed in
the dystopian novel 1984 by Orwell and compare it with the totalitarian
regime during Polpot’s rule in Cambodia known as Khmer Rouge.

Study Method: This paper involves an intertextual reading of the two texts.

Findings: Theoretically speaking totalitarianism is a form of government that
does not allow freedom to individuals and pursues to subjugate almost all
aspects of a person’s specific life to the authority of the state. A perfect
totalitarian society is portrayed in Orwell’s 1984 where he discusses a society
of government with absolute power. The story depicted in this novel indicated
to the readers in 1949 an actual possibility in the future where if
totalitarianism were not opposed then some variation of the world described in
the novel could become a reality in only thirty-five years. The totalitarianism
represented in 1984 by Orwell can be widely compared with the
totalitarianism represented in Polpot’s regime in Cambodia during the Khmer
Rouge. During the Polpot regime, the Cambodian genocide took place from
1975-1979, it was one of the worst human tragedies that the world saw in the
last century. The Khmer Rouge regime headed by Pol Pot combined extremist
ideology with ethnic repression and an infernal disdain for human life to
produce subjugation, desolation, and killing on a gigantic scale.

Originality: In this paper, the totalitarianism presented by Orwell in the novel
1984 will be compared with the totalitarianism practiced by Pol Pot during
Khmer Rouge.

Paper Type: Theoretical Research Paper.

Keywords: Totalitarianism, Khmer Rouge, Genocide, Extremist Ideology,
Repression.

In Orwell’s 1984 the novel portrays the social settings that took place when the novel was

written. The novel represented the features of a totalitarian government which are substituting

the previous government at times by force, having an apparently captivating leader, having
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wide-ranging media control, various instances of violence in public, elimination of innocent
adults and children by killing them, the complete abolition of opposition, and employing
secret police to name a few. The totalitarian government impacts in various ways by having
the freedom to kill and slaughter innocent human beings, complete rejection of freedom of
expression, breach of privacy, and intolerance to ethnicity, race, or religion. Hence, the type
of government and political system which forbids all opposition parties to cause individual
criminalization and executes a massive level of complete control and restriction on both
public and private life is known as totalitarianism. Italian dictator Benito Mussolini coined
the term totalitario in the early 1920s to characterize the new fascist state of Italy, which he
further described as “all within the state, none outside the state, none against the state.” By
the beginning of World War 11, totalitarianism had become synonymous with absolute and
oppressive single-party government. (Encyclopaedia Britannica). It is regarded as the starkest
and most wide-ranging type of authoritarianism. The autocrats, such as dictators and absolute
monarchs use the state-run media to propagate and hold political power in totalitarian nations
recurrently. (Guilhot, 2005, p. 30).

Totalitarianism is a predominantly modernist phenomenon and a political ideology with
deeply nuanced historical roots. Even though Popper’s explanation of totalitarianism has been
interrogated in academia and is still very antagonistic, its origins have been traced back to
Plato, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel’s theory of the state, and Karl Marx’s political
philosophy. (Popper, 2013). According to other philosophers and historians like Theodor W.
Adorno and Max Horkheimer, the Age of Enlightenment, particularly the anthropocentric
notion that “Man has become the master of the world, a master unbound by any links to
nature, society, and history”, witnessed the emergence of the totalitarian doctrines. The
concept of absolute state power was first developed by the Italian fascists in the 20™ century,
and concurrently in Germany by a jurist and Nazi academic named Carl Schmitt during the
Weimar Republic in the 1920s. (Guilhot, 2005, p. 30).

Vladimir Lenin is considered by academics and historians as one of the pioneers who made
an effort to create a totalitarian state. The father of Italian fascism, Benito Mussolini, referred
to his government as the “Totalitarian State”, where “everything in the State, nothing outside
the State, and nothing against the State.” In his landmark 1927 book The Concept of the
Political, Schmitt adopted the term Totalstaat (lit “Total state”) to characterize the legal
foundation of an all-powerful state (George, 2005; Abeche et al., 2021; Akcay & Akcay,
2020)
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There is a difference between Totalitarian regimes and authoritarian regimes. The
authoritarian regime represents a state in which the single power holder, usually an individual
autocrat, a committee, a military junta, or an otherwise small group of political elites,
completely monopolizes political power and does not entertain any opposition. However, a
totalitarian regime indicates a setup to control virtually almost all aspects of social life, which
includes the economy, the education system, the fields of arts, the spectrum of science, and
the personal lives and morals of citizens through the use of an elaborate ideology. It can
influence the whole population in quest of its goals (George, 2005; Abeche et al., 2021,
Akcay & Akcay, 2020).

In George Orwell’s 1984 a dystopian novel he depicts a totalitarian state. The novel portrays
a fictional dystopia, a term for a society that denotes the miserable lives of people who are
under totalitarian control. The setting of the novel is a fictionalized version of England in
1984, where society is under the control of an all-powerful political party. A utopia represents
a state which is an imaginary place where the government, laws, and social conditions are
perfect. A dystopia is an exact opposite of what a utopia is. It is a society characterized by
oppression, misery, and often a totalitarian form of government that attempts to deprive
individual freedom in favour of the state’s absolute power. At times the leaders of a dystopian
society convince their citizens that their government cares for them and they are well off.
Orwell’s 1984 reflects this kind of society.

Oceania is the fictional totalitarian state that Orwell has created, in this particular state the
citizens are aware that they could be watched at any time. There were telescreens
everywhere, through which higher-ranking Party members can watch and record their
activities. The Party felt that this kind of surveillance is essential for the betterment of
Oceania as a whole, and the citizens who resist this surveillance or disobey the orders will be
labelled as traitors and soon disappear. The leader of the Party is known as Big Brother. Big
Brother’s poster is spread everywhere on streets, telecasted on their telescreens, and also
stamped onto the coins that they use. His face is described as handsome, with dark eyes, a
mustache, and in his mid-forties. He’s described here in this quote from the book: “The black
mustachioed face gazed down from every commanding corner... BIG BROTHER IS
WATCHING YOU, the caption said, while the dark eyes looked deep into Winston’s own.”
This image and the slogan are a constant reminder that the people of Oceania are
continuously being watched and all their actions are possibly subject to disciplinary action.

(Big Brother Is Watching You Concept in George Orwell’s 1984, n.d)
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On the other hand, The Khmer Rouge which is also known as The Communist Party of
Kampuchea (CPK), took command of Cambodia on April 17, 1975, under the leader Polpot.
The CPK created the state of Democratic Kampuchea in 1976 and ruled the country until
January 1979. That the party existed was kept a secret until 1977, and only the CPK members
knew who its leaders were (the leaders were known as “Angkar Padevat”). (Khmer Rouge
History, n.d). While the Khmer Rouge was in power, the policies that they set up were used
to disregard human life and produced suppression and massacres on an enormous scale. The
entire country was turned into a huge detention center, which later became a graveyard for

nearly two million people, it included their own members and even some senior leaders.

The society depicted in Oceania can be compared with one of the most inhuman totalitarian
governments in modern history which is PolPot’s Khmer Rouge regime He directed the
Khmer Rouge into a reign of violence, terror, fighting, famine, fear, and brutality in
Cambodia and turned the whole country into one vast labour camp because they intended to
create a model agrarian collective. He had an agenda of killing all educated people in the land
and established a system where city life was abandoned, and death became a daily event.
During this regime, any form of art, literature, and music that did not praise Angkar
(organization) and its leader Pol Pot was banned. Most performing artists, painters, doctors,
monks, lawyers, and teachers were killed. This episode in Cambodia is considered one of the
worst crimes against humanity in this century. The Khmer Rouge is ranked with the Nazis for

their atrocities. The human costs of the revolution were horrific.

In Oceania, the Party is controlled by a mysterious figure known only as Big Brother. Since
Nineteen Eighty-Four was first published in 1949, Big Brother is George Orwell’s most long-
lasting impact, The phrase “Big Brother is watching you”, which appears several times in the
novel, has become a common shorthand for government surveillance of its people. It evokes
the idea of being observed by a powerful but mysterious force over which one has no control.
Interestingly, the characters in the novel know little more about Big Brother: he is as

mysterious and elusive to them as the general concept of “Big Brother” is in society today.

Big Brother is a propaganda concept that never appears in person in the novel, but his face
does appear on posters and telescreens ensuring his omnipresence. He is said to be the head
of the all-powerful Party, but there is no clear indication whether he exists or not. He seems
to be around forty-five years old. What is important to remember and understand about Big
Brother as a figure in the novel is that it does not actually matter whether or not he is real: the
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Party’s most effective tool of control is Big Brother, which indicates that his actual identity is
not important. According to Party propaganda, he acts as a fatherly or brotherly figure for the
people of Oceania, showing them the path of life and making them feel safe. Winston quietly
hates Big Brother, but despite this hatred at times, even he is sometimes caught up in feelings
of love for him, especially when he takes part in large-scale brainwashing activities with

crowds of people. (Big Brother is Watching You Concept in George Orwell’s 1984, n.d)

Just like the surveillance of Big Brother the Khmer Rouge ruled in the form of a totalitarian
state in which citizens were deprived of all essential rights the civil and political rights were
abolished, including private property, money, religious practices, minority languages, and
foreign clothing. The Communist Party declared Cambodia’s entry into ‘Year Zero’. Pol Pot
the leader of the Khmer Rouge was inspired by the tribes of the northeast, whose
communities relied on subsistence farming for their living. His sole aim was to construct a
classless society of rice farmers, he wanted to achieve national self-sufficiency and the
expurgation of Western cultural influences. He wanted to establish an agro-based economy.
The result was a totalitarian regime that dehumanized its population and crushed the existing

social order.

Similarly, Big Brother, was the Party’s central figure, who was adorned and celebrated all
across the country on posters and he serves as a constant reminder to the general public that
all of them are under constant observation. Oceania had a terribly poor quality of life and
meagre level of living, and hence the citizens were deprived of basic services and supplies
from the government. From the poor living conditions indicated it is vividly clear how little
they have and they must be wanting more. The way of life in Oceania is similar to that of
both the current and previous totalitarian regimes, and this hampers the well-being of every

citizen there.

The Khmer Rouge lasted for four years (between 1975 and 1979), the Cambodian Genocide
was an explosion of mass violence that saw between 1.5 and 3 million people killed at the
hands of the Khmer Rouge, a communist political group. (Paterniti, 2009). Soon after the
Cambodian civil war, the Khmer Rouge had taken power in the country. The Khmer Rouge
ruled for four brutal years and was responsible for the deaths of nearly a quarter of
Cambodians. The Cambodian Genocide was the result of a social engineering project by the

Khmer Rouge, attempting to create a classless agrarian society. The regime would ultimately
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collapse when neighbouring Vietnam invaded, establishing an occupation that would last

more than a decade.

Once the Khmer Rouge took to power a radical reorganization of Cambodian Society was
founded. This indicated the compulsory elimination of city dwellers into the countryside,
where they would be forced to work as farmers, and do activities like digging canals and
tending to corps. (Cambodia, n.d). There was gross maladministration and mismanagement
of the country’s economy which led to shortages of food and medicine, and huge numbers of
people died due to disease and starvation. Families were also split up due to the shift of the
people from cities to villages. Labour forces were created and groups were assigned on the
basis of age and gender. Hundreds and thousands of Cambodians died due to starvation

because of this particular policy. (Cambodia, n.d)

Religious and ethnic minorities of the country faced specific persecution. Christian and
Buddhist groups were targeted for domination but it was the Cham Muslim group that was
most affected by the genocide. As many as 500,000 people, or 70% of the total Cham
population, were executed. The Khmer Rouge highlighted the rural peasant population hence
anyone considered intellectual or learned was targeted for special treatment. This included
the teachers, lawyers, doctors, and clergy were the targets of the regime. The Khmer Rouge
executed totalitarianism on such a huge scale that even people wearing glasses were the target
of Pol Pot’s reign of terror. (Cambodia, n.d)

People were forced to leave the city and migrate to the villages for agriculture and they were
allocated impossible production quotas with devastating consequences: over four years more
than 1.7 million people were killed through gruelling work, starvation, or torture in ‘re-
education’ camps. Tuol Sleng jail in Phnom Penh was the most famous of many torture
centres, having imprisoned nearly 17,000 people. (Yapi, 2005) The brutality of the regime
reflected an ethnic component: the Khmer Rouge targeted Cham Muslims, Vietnamese,
Chinese, Thai, and Laotian individuals. Cham Muslims in particular suffered a terrible fate;
70% of the group perished in five years. Pak Savorn’s evidence depicts a dreadful scene of

the ferocious treatment experienced by many Cambodian people. (Woolrough, 2023)

The Khmer Rouge ruled with an iron fist and executed anyone associated with the previous
regime. The families were separated and almost never to be reunited again. The leaders
wanted everybody to look alike and hence to re-enforce sameness they forced people to have

the same haircuts and clothing. The leaders of the Khmer Rouge were brutal and they killed
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the men first and then the older women and then the children. They didn’t spare the children
despite the fact that they were innocent. They believed in the theory that they should
eradicate the enemies from the roots and spare no one. (Leakhena, 2003).

Hence, the reflection of totalitarianism in Orwell’s 1984 is understood through the fictional
character Big Brother who signifies total control and surveillance over the state of Oceania.
Similarly, PolPot during the Khmer Rouge also acted in a parallel fashion where he reached
the pinnacle of totalitarianism by executing the Cambodians whom the Khmer Rouge leaders

identified as ‘enemy’ resulting in the worst form of a massacre in the history of mankind.
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Structured Abstract:

Purpose: The issue of scepticism has been presented as either a problem
without a solution or a self-refuting viewpoint at worst. The irony is that all
philosophical traditions target scepticism, which is prevalent and universal.
Scepticism's difficulty cannot possibly profess such a trivial, contradictory,
and absurd viewpoint to have concerned philosophers.

Design / Methodology / Approach: This research paper is basically
descriptive and analytical in nature. The study materials are collected from
various kinds of books and journals.

Findings: All philosophical traditions target scepticism, which is prevalent
and universal. Scepticism's difficulty cannot possibly profess such a trivial,
contradictory, and absurd viewpoint to have concerned philosophers. By
demonstrating that the problem of scepticism is not the problem of
knowledge's impossibility but rather the problem of indeterminacy, we offer
scepticism as a real and acceptable philosophical problem.

Originality / Value: Philosophical scepticism is the denial of all forms of
knowing, not only some forms of generally held knowledge. We may have
some rather secure views in this regard, but they never amount to knowledge.
Stronger philosophical scepticism confines this denial to particular domains,
such as the outside world or moral principles. Even when knowledge as a
whole is accepted, it is sometimes disputed that anyone has ever been
completely certain. Few people support philosophical scepticism in the
strictest sense. It is far more frequently employed as a theoretical tool to test
theories in this regard. According to this perspective, it is a philosophical
process that may be used to examine a theory in order to identify its flaws and
either expose them or change them in order to produce a stronger version of
the theory. Philosophical scepticism, on the other hand, is an approach that
questions the possibility of certainty in knowledge, whereas methodological
scepticism is an approach that scrutinizes all claims to knowledge with the aim
of separating true from false claims. This distinction is made by some
theorists.

Paper Type: Theoretical Research Paper.
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Introduction

Scepticism is commonly understood to be the belief that all knowledge is implausible, and
one who has such a belief is referred to as a sceptic. Since the term of knowledge is so
nebulous and can mean different things to different people, it is important to understand how
the sceptics are using it. It is extremely difficult to explain what is meant by knowledge,
which is ostensibly one of the reasons sceptics doubt the existence of knowledge.
Nonetheless, knowledge is typically seen as a mental state or a collection of states that are
articulated in the form of notions, propositions, assertions, claims, beliefs, theories, etc. in an
individual's mind or that are widely acknowledged by a group of people. Further, such mental
states are expressible in some commonly understood language. Thus, in this issue, my belief
that "Emeralds are green" and "Mount Everest is the tallest mountain in the world" are
instances of knowledge, for the belief that "Emeralds are green” and "Mount Everest is the
tallest mountain in the world “are believed by the cogniser and are expressed in English. But
not all forms of beliefs of the believer are regarded as knowledge. Only those beliefs are
regarded as knowledge which are true and there are sufficient evidences for their being true.
Being mere true belief is not enough for its being considered as knowledge for incidentally
belief may be true of the world but is true due to mere luck. Viewing knowledge as true belief
may relate it to the world, but justification is necessary to provide the ground on which a
particular belief can be claimed to be true belief about the world. It may be true, but unless it
is justified there is no distinction between guess-work and knowledge. Belief can be singled
out as knowledge in terms of justification conditions. This definition of knowledge suggests
that it has a propositional nature, meaning that it may be articulated as a proposition such as,
"S believes that P is such and such, P is true, and S has sufficient grounds for believing P."
Knowledge is first and foremost a belief, which indicates that it exists in the mind of the
believer. As a result, knowledge is thought of as real, justified belief. Under this concept,
knowledge is distinguished from just held views or opinions. The propositional definition
sees knowledge as consisting of a knower, the known and the knowing process and their
interactions. The belief which the knower possesses is due to the result of knowing process
and is about something which is not a belief-state. Thus, the belief that emeralds are green is
a case of knowledge because it is a fact that emeralds are green and the knower knows that it
is so. The propositional analysis of knowledge therefore tries to understand the world as it is
from unbiased and external perspectives. In addition, the reality that we seek knowledge of is

declared to be an objective one that is unaffected by the theories and beliefs of the knower.
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The idea that justification is an objective concept and epistemically prior to the world's
objects sits at the core of the propositional theory of knowledge. This is what Michael
Williams calls the Programme of epistemological realism which assumes that there are
natural epistemological kinds and epistemological relation independent of the knowing
subject.” The propositional conception of knowledge is based on two separate but interrelated
conditions: First, there should be a mechanism to prove that our beliefs, expressed in the form
of ideas. mental images, suppositions etc. are really about of the world. This condition
implies that there should be some way to establish the correspondence between a belief and
of which it is a belief. This is only possible if we can know the world and its objects as they
are or the real nature of the things. Secondly, negatively if we can prove that the world is not
different from what we think of, as some philosophers have visualized, this will substantiate
the claim that our beliefs about the world are genuinely about the world. This can be called
the argument from sceptical hypothesis, for first it presupposes that the world is different
from what we think of it and then puts the challenge that it cannot be ruled out. After stating
and solving the first requirement, the second condition appears to be unnecessary. Yet, it
differs from the previous one in that it is entirely feasible to believe that our views about the
world are accurate representations of the world as it is through some correspondence, even

when the relation is a result of an illusion and is, therefore, not fully justified.
The Received View of Scepticism

We are unable to overcome the condition of propositional knowledge or the potential for the
demon argument, no matter how hard we try. In rejecting the existence of the world and its
events, scepticism appears to be effective and meaningful. Philosophers have often
demonstrated the rejection of the presence of the outside world throughout the history of
philosophy. However, philosophers are not as explicit in proving the non-existence of the
world and its objectivity as Descartes has done, but Cartesian spirit is evident throughout the
history of philosophy. In the Greek philosophy, Heraclitus' theory of flux and that no one can
step into the same river twice was taken as indicative of human inability to discover any fixed
immutable thing in the world. His no-permanence theory has culminated in Hume's no-self
theory and Locke's definition of matter as "I do-not-know-what" and Mill's definition of
matter as "combination of possible and actual sensations™ Pyrronist Sextus Empiricus is
famous for advocating suspension of one's judgement for no knowledge is certain and the
possibility of the world being different from what it looks like cannot be ruled out. Explicit

sceptical doubts were raised by some of the sophists. They are reported to have doubted
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whether anything exist and have offered argument to prove that even if anything exists, we
cannot know it. The phrase "all that | know is that I know nothing” from Socrates perfectly
captures the academic scepticism regarding the reality of the world. The endeavor to refute
the reality of the world is shown by Zeno's paradox of the impossibility of movement.
Although Berkeley's immaterialism was first intended to counter scepticism, it ultimately
helps Descartes in his demonstration that all things are merely ideas in the mind of a
transcendent God. With a few presumptions, it is simple to understand the Kantian things-in-
themselves as denying the reality of the outside world. The general attitude and prevalent
view of scepticism is that it is an unsolvable problem. Hume himself concedes that scepticism
"admits of no answer and produces no conviction.” The Humean 12 pessimism is expressed
in some of the recent works on scepticism. Strawson echoes Humean pessimism in conceding
the theoretical invulnerability of scepticism, though the problem simply ineffective in our
ordinary life." Nagel says that given the objective requirement of knowledge, scepticism is
the logical inevitability. This is so "because of the realist claims of objectivity of knowledge"
and there is no way we can show the unintelligibility or illiteracy of the requirement of the
objective knowledge. Stroud has argued that scepticism is conditionally irrefutable provided
the legitimacy of justifying knowledge from an epistemically prior position is granted. But at
the same time the programme is not shown to be illegitimate. Thus, Barry Stroud concludes
that, "No one knows anything about the 15world around,” for, “there is no good reason to
believe anything about the world around.” Williams is of the view that scepticism is the

logical by-product of what he calls the programme of epistemological realism.

The prevalent and accepted perception of scepticism is thus an issue without a fix. This is a
really weird and illogical attitude. A problem that doesn't have a remedy is most obviously
not a problem, or isn't even a real problem. Even if there were a problem, there would be no
point in trying to solve it as it is inherently unsolvable. This is one reason why scepticism has
historically been dismissed as illogical, pointless, or at most a minor issue and never treated
seriously. The spirit of the received view is best echoed in Kant's observation about the
problem of scepticism. Kant says "it remains a scandal to philosophy... that the existence of
thinks outside us...must be accepted merely on faith and that if anyone thinks good to doubt
our knowledge of the world, we are unable to counter by any satisfactory proof." Heidegger
further substantiates the received view by saying, "the 'scandal of philosophy' is not that this

proof is yet to be given but such proofs are expected and attempted again and again."
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Consequently, we have scepticism, which at its best is an intractable issue and at its worst is a
position that contradicts itself. According to both accounts, the issue is unimportant and
ought to be resolved. This is the general perspective of scepticism, which we refer to as the
"accepted view of scepticism™ because of its long history and widespread acceptance in both
philosophical and non-philosophical circles. It is common for sceptics to be mocked or
dismissed for possessing such absurd beliefs. We are familiar of the story of Jonathan Swift's
not opening the door to his friend Berkeley, to prove that if Berkeley is correct in
propounding the material object consists of ideas only, he can come through the locked idea-
door. There is thus the famous story of Dr. Jonathan kicking the stone to prove that there
exist material objects contrary to Berkelian scepticism. Moore's attempt to prove that the
world exists and is real by raising his hand and saying "here is an object exists..." is again a
scoff against Cartesian sceptic.” If still sceptics are serious of themselves, they simply are to
be ignored because their assumptions and implications do not make any difference to day-to-
day life. The problem of scepticism is of innocuous character and does not present any threat
to our common sensical understanding of the world. The so-called linguistic analysis and
logical positivist's claim that they have dismissed scepticism as "linguistic puzzles" or
"pointless philosophical games" arising out of the willful violation, misunderstanding and
distortion of the linguistic conventions and meaningful discourses. Scepticism is treated as a

pseudo or a silly problem in the history of philosophy.

On the other hand, the unexpected aspect of scepticism is that it continues to be an issue. It
has appeared and returned in various forms across all philosophical eras and schools. The
force of scepticism, however concealed, permeates all philosophical systems. The pursuit of
knowledge goes hand in hand with the pursuit of skepticism's solutions, and it has
traditionally been viewed as the invisible foe that must be vanquished before any useful
solutions are proposed. Descartes was most troubled by scepticism, so he focused all of his
philosophical efforts on figuring out how to prevent the devil's nefarious creation. Kant was
said to be arouse from his dogmatic slumber by Hume's sceptical studies. No self-
contradictory and unsolvable problem can survive the time and great mind for such a long
time. The problem of scepticism is still a persistent problem to be taken seriously. Therefore,
there must be something wrong somewhere in the received view of scepticism. What then is

the real issue involved in scepticism?
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The Normativity of Scepticism

It's intriguing to learn how scepticism has managed to hold such an odd and paradoxical
position. Sceptics' obsession with the unjustified claim that knowledge construction must
begin at the very beginning and that knowledge cannot exist before the formation of such a
technique is one factor in the emergence of such a stance. Their adage appears to be: Method
first, knowledge second. The sceptic implies the cogniser is intellectually a perfect and
omnipotent entity to know the world as it is or to avoid the sceptical hypotheses, which is a
mistaken assumption about the cognitive and logical capacities of humans. Sceptic undercuts
the cogniser's cognitive capabilities and limits by idealizing the cogniser. In fact, the
cognisers have a number of cognitive limitations. For example, cognisers have limited
information processing ability, finite memory storage capacity, subjected to mal- observation
and hallucination, wvulnerable to logical fallacies and error in reasoning. Often, they
intentionally and fallaciously argue to 22 safeguard their interests. Their cognitive
mechanism is constrained by the time and energy available. The human cognition is socially
and culturally embedded and posited. Therefore, the sceptics are highly unreasonable to
expect to rule out the sceptical possibility once and for all to gain knowledge. Once the
fallibility of the cogniser is accepted, it is unfair to expect certainty or unreasonable to expect

him to rule out the sceptical hypothesis once and for all.

Given the apparent obstacle of the cognitive limitations and the sceptical threat, the real
problem scepticism poses, is then to explain how we nevertheless know what we believe
about the world around us to be true. The problem is to give some kind of explanation or
account of how our belief about the world is possible assuming that it is possible. It is a fact
that we doubt some facts about the history, 23 but we do not doubt all the documents relating
to the Indian independence movement. We don't consistently doubt that our friends are lying
about their mental states and conclude from that that they do not exist. Not only that an
ordinary of language has a good understanding of language and as a matter of fact, there is no
much problem in interpersonal communication. We understand others well except in
paradigmatic cases. We hardly have any doubt that the world existed and entertain any
thought-experiment that it came into existence just five minutes before with all its
complexities. The world-view projected in different sciences are instrumentally helpful in
predicting and explaining various phenomena in the world. On the basis of findings of such
sciences and common sense, we are able to retain some of our beliefs about the world as true

and some others are rejected as false.
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The task to explain how our communication and interpersonal relationships are feasible, how
we are able to distinguish between true and erroneous views, and how meaning is
communicated among the members of a society, whether there is any scepticism engaged in
these concerns. We have many different and varied ideas at a given time. For instance, we
hold the notions that all people are mortal and that the planet continues to revolve around the
sun. Both at the individual and communal levels, 2 + 2 = 4, etc. Out of the stock of beliefs
some of them are accepted as true and some others are rejected as unacceptable. For example,
the belief that the earth is flat once assumed as a true belief is now unaccepted and 2 plus 2
makes 4 is retained. Expressing the problem in a different way is to explain how and on what
basis some of our beliefs are justified and accepted as true and some others are rejected. The
problem of belief-transition can be defined as involving the question of when, how and why
the proceeding from a given belief states to the wider set is possible or how we acquire,
modify and eliminate our belief on the basis of the given set of beliefs. The problem of
scepticism so stated is a problem related to the issue of the validation or justification of
belief-transition. The issue of validity is concerned with the question: What beliefs should be
transited from the given set of beliefs and how best? The matter is to define the rule of
transition of offering necessary and sufficient condition of transition. The task of such norm
for belief transition is twofold first task is to eliminate transited beliefs which are not
considered to be valid transition, second, to bring out the legitimate transition or in
prescribing how a belief should be justified and prohibiting the unwarranted justification or

beliefs.

The goal of Cartesian "scepticism™ is to demonstrate that we cannot establish a normative
rule by examining the facts of the outside world, the facts of the cognizer's thinking, or the
exterior behaviour of the cognizer. The Cartesian dream argument will not hold water if it
attempts to prove that there is no outside world or other minds since it is impossible to know
something for sure or to completely rule out a skeptic's hypothesis. At best the incorrigibility
of our beliefs can be implied from the possibility that our beliefs are incompatible with the
facts in the world. S is dreaming of P does not imply that "not -P", for one may dream that it
is raining and it may in fact be raining. In fact, the fact that I am dreaming now is a fact about
the world that makes sense only when there is a non-dreamt world. The thought- experiments
themselves hold the reality of a cap or supercomputer etc. But the point the dream hypothesis
tries to prove is that if one's belief that it is raining is the result of one's dreaming, then its

truth is in certain way, accidental and there is no logical way to differentiate the true beliefs
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from false ones. Even the Gettier's paradox can be interpreted to show that our beliefs are
justified or unjustified for reason other than the required correspondence with the fact, even if
it is admitted that our beliefs are true and justified about the world. What is sceptical about
here is that there is no normative ground to accept one belief rather than the other beliefs as
true and justified or our base beliefs cannot help us to determinate the projected beliefs or the
same given beliefs can support two opposite even contradictory belief systems. Thus, what
the new scepticism tries to show is not the impossibility of knowledge, rather than the

indeterminacy in belief- transitions.
Scepticism in the New Forms

Three modern sceptical theories—rule-following scepticism, the new riddle of induction, and
under-determination of theories—developed by Kripke, Goodman, and Quine, respectively,
have all contributed to the normative interpretation of scepticism. Kripke's rule-following
scepticism typifies this scepticism. The scepticism raised in the context of rules and their
applications is known as rule-following scepticism. Language usage is one of society's norms
and conventions. Language is governed by rules since it is a totally symbolic activity. We can
only comprehend other people's rule-governed behaviour through observation. Observation
has limitations in the sense the intentions, desires are not observable and therefore, we need
to read the intentions of others in their actions. Since man is a free being capable of invoking
his own rules and obey them, one cannot be sure of whether rule governed behaviour of man
is indicative of any regularity or not. Kripke poses the problem of rule-following scepticism
by hypothesizing another rule just like our arithmetical rule of addition with one important
difference. The difference being that the other rule which he calls quus function is different
from the plus function in some unobserved cases while it is identical to the plus function on
all observed cases. Kripke demonstrates that any rule governed behaviour of an individual in
the act of adding numbers is equally a rule governed behaviour of the act of adding numbers
using quus function. By generalizing from this, Kripke is in a position to claim that any rule
governed behaviour of a person can be interpreted in more than one way since the behaviour

fits many competing rules similar to quus.

Therefore, even if one has behaved in the past in a certain manner that may not be sufficient
ground to believe that he would behave in the similar manner in future. That is to say, all the
facts put together about an individual cannot give us any certainty that he would behave in
the same manner in future. There does not seem to be any fact which would justify the rule in

RAY: International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies 48



Scepticism: A New Perspective

such a manner that it ensures the future course of actions. Nelson Goodman, another name in
the contemporary philosophy seems to pose the spirit of normative nature of scepticism in his
celebrated philosophical puzzle called the new riddle of induction. Goodman poses a riddle or
paradox by arguing that the same evidence statement gives equal inductive support to two
contradictory or incompatible predicates or hypotheses, i.e., the projections of predicates or
adaptation of hypotheses may disagree or conflict for the unexamined instances of the wider

universe. Goodman calls this paradox as "the new riddle of induction."”

The new puzzle of induction claims that it is feasible to imagine a system of predicates that is
competitive with our own, in which case our conclusion that all inspected emeralds possess
greenness will be comparable to our conclusion that all studied emeralds currently contain
non-greenness. The conclusion that the remaining emeralds have greenness is incompatible
with the conclusion that they also have non-greenness based on these observations. Both the
hypotheses have as much inductive support for both hypotheses as both of them have equal
numbers of positive instances in favour of them and no negative instances against them up to
now. However, the future projection or predicates about the wider universe of discourse will
be inconsistent with the inference that remaining emeralds possess non-greenness. There is
no logical compulsion to exclude the unwarranted projections like blue and include the lawful
projection green for the adaptation of the hypotheses that "all emeralds will be green” from
the evidence statements that "all emeralds examined before a certain time is green."
Goodman argues that this is possible if we can imagine a predicate such as 'grue’ which is to
be understood as applying to a thing at a given time t if and only if either the thing is then

green and the time is prior to time t, or the thing is then blue and the time not prior to.

This new kind of sceptical issue, which takes the form of under determination of theories,
was put forth by Quine, another notable figure in contemporary philosophy. According to the
theory under determination principle, theories that are logically contradictory can still
account for all potential evidence. While not contradicting one another, it is possible for two
theories to have an empirical equal. Picking one hypothesis over another that is in
competition is not an easy task. Leading to an issue with scepticism. Because there isn't a
strong connection between theory and observation, under determination of the theory
becomes a problem. However, the observational sentence itself may be infested with many
controversies. For instance, an issue that is related to the observation sentence is the
indeterminacy of reference. In other words, the ontological relativity of such observational

sentences does not allow us to fix the reference. This in turn has serious implication for
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translation whether one considers word to word translation or sentence translation within a
language or across the languages. We see that this theory selection problem is conceptually
related to quiz and grew problems. Theories are made up of a group of connected notions.
And similar to how rules and their applications are related, so is the relationship between
theory and its application or observation. Quine's three indeterminacies are effectively the
normative dilemma of scepticism, even though he never directly states this, even in his later

works.
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“Living is not the good, but living well. The wise man therefore lives as long as
he should, not as long as he can. He will think of life in terms of quality, not
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